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College Democrats to Host Open Student Forum 
with US Senator Tom Carper 

The University’s Student Government Association, Amnesty International, 
YouthVote, Haven, Students in the Public Interest, Civil Liberties Union and 

Students for the Environment to Co-Sponsor 
 
NEWARK, DE April 7, 2009 – The College Democrats at the University of Delaware are 
pleased to announce a student forum with Delaware’s Senior United States Senator Tom 
Carper on April 20th, 2009. The event will be held at 7:00 PM in Gore Hall room 116 and is being 
co-sponsored by eight registered student organizations on campus. This open dialogue and 
intimate setting will allow the University community to have the unique opportunity to engage in 
a genuine conversation with Senator Carper.  “Students will have a chance to express their 
concerns and viewpoints with the Senator,” College Democrats President Paul Ruiz said about 
the event adding, “The youth movement was a driving force in the 2008 election and the 
Senator and his office know the importance of maintaining student engagement.”   
 
The diversity of the groups co-sponsoring the event allows for a wide range of ideas to be 
addressed and to ensure that the voice of all students will be heard. YouthVote, a strong 
proponent of political awareness on the University’s campus says events like these demonstrate 
their group’s core mission. “We think this forum is an important opportunity for the students of 
the University of Delaware to interact closely with an influential congressman and witness that 
politics isn't just partisan bickering, bickering we feel turns off so many young people from 
becoming involved and informed citizens,” said the group’s President Harry Shenton. 
 
Adds Haven President Nick Wehner, “This forum can be a great avenue for students to discuss 
important issues such as health care and domestic partner benefits with the Senator.” 
 
This open dialogue with Senator Carper exemplifies the ideals of transparent government 
professed by President Barack Obama on the campaign trail in 2008 and in his inaugural 
address.  A former Governor and Congressman, Senator Carper has served the State of 
Delaware for over twenty years.  An open relationship with the public has always been a 
cornerstone of this service, and will be evident in his visit with the University community.   
 
The event is open to students and faculty of the University of Delaware.  
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